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Hate Crimes

Color of Law Prosecutions               
(Law Enforcement Misconduct)

Civil Enforcement



Race

Religion

Ethnicity

Gender/gender identity/sexual orientation

Disability 



Violence against persons or property

Motivated by bias based on

Race

Religion

Ethnicity

Gender/gender identity/sexual orientation

Disability 

Examples:  Vandalism, Arson, Threats, Assaults



95 Agencies in Connecticut Participated in 
Reporting

54 Connecticut Agencies Submitted 
Incident Reports

123 Incidents Reported in Connecticut
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Anti-Jewish

Anti-Islamic

Various Religions

Anti-Catholic

Anti-Protestant

Anti-Atheist/Agnostic

Other Religions



Shepard/Byrd Hate Crimes Act 

Damage to Religious Property 

Obstruction of Free Exercise of Religion

Interference with Federally Protected 
Activities  

Interference with Housing Rights



1976-1998
Laramie, Wyoming

1949-1998
Jasper, Texas

At the time of these attacks, Wyoming did not recognize gay individuals as a 
protected class, and Texas had no hate crimes law at all.



Expanded the 1969 hate crimes law to include crimes 
motivated by the victim’s actual or perceived gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability

Removes the prerequisite that the victim be engaged 
in a federally protected activity at the time of the 
crime

Gives federal authorities greater ability to investigate 
hate crimes that local authorities do not pursue

Requires FBI to track statistics for hate crimes based 
on gender and gender identity (in addition to other 
groups that were already tracked)



Intentionally cause bodily injury OR

Attempts to cause bodily injury through fire or 
dangerous weapon

Because of race/color/religion/national origin

Sometimes requires proof of effect on interstate 
commerce

Maximum penalty:  Generally 10 years 

Up to life imprisonment if death results or 
offense includes kidnapping or sexual abuse



Subject used weapon that traveled in 
interstate/foreign commerce

Subject or victim crossed state 
lines/international boundaries in connection 
with offense (out-of-state congregants)

Crime occurred in a train station, bus depot, 
interstate highway



Arkansas, 2010
3 defendants called 5 Hispanic men “beaners” and 
“wetbacks” and said “You Mexicans need to go 
back to Mexico.”  

Defendants drove the victims’ car off the road, 
causing car to flip and start on fire, and resulting in 
severe injuries to the victims.

Driver sentenced to 11 years and 3 months in 
prison; cooperator sentenced to 4 years in prison



New Mexico, 2010
Three men branded swastika into arm of mentally-
disabled Navajo man before shaving the symbol 
into his head and using markers to scrawl KKK and 
white supremacist messages and images on his 
body

Sentences:  8.5 years; 5 years; 14 months



Kentucky, 2010
Gay man kidnapped and severely beaten by men 
shouting anti-gay epithets after being lured into 
truck under false pretenses

Victim suffered extensive bruises, a torn and 
bloody ear, and had boot prints on his face

Sentences:  30 years; 17 years; 8 years, 4 months; 8 
years





Intentional defacing, damaging, or destroying of 
religious real property because of the religious 
character of that property (or attempt) OR

Intentional obstruction, by force or threat of 
force, of any person in the enjoyment of that 
person’s free exercise of religious beliefs (or 
attempt)

In interstate commerce

Penalty:  max 1 year unless dangerous weapon 
involved (20 years); bodily injury (40 years); 
death, kidnapping, or sexual abuse (life)







“ISIS-affiliated mosque”



“Whoever intentionally obstructs, by force or 
threat of force, any person in the enjoyment of 
that person’s free exercise of religious beliefs or 
attempts to do so...”

Requires connection to interstate or foreign 
commerce

Misdemeanor unless dangerous weapon is used 
(20 years max) or death/kidnapping involved 
(40  years max) 





Education

Employment

Public Accommodation
E.g., Restaurant, hotel, store

Use of state facility or program 
Place maintained by state for benefit of public (e.g., 
public park)

Facility of interstate transportation



Willful

Use of force or threat of force

Because of a victim’s protected characteristic 
AND

Because the victim was engaging in a federally 
protected activity



North Dakota, May 2016:  Defendant threw a 
Molotov cocktail into Juba Coffee Shop, a 
Somali-owned business, because of the national 
origin of the owners and patrons

15 year prison term

Alabama, 2013:  Defendant threatened an 
African-American man at a steakhouse because 
he was with a white woman and later that night 
painted graffiti on the restaurant

Nine month prison term



Makes it a crime to use, or threaten to use, 
force to interfere with housing rights because of 
the victim’s race, color, religion, sex, disability, 
familial status, or national origin



Idaho, 1997:  Defendant threatened to kill 
African-American male and assault Native 
American female because he didn’t like a mixed 
race couple visiting his friend’s home

Idaho, 1987:  Defendant sent racially derogatory 
and threatening correspondence to a white 
woman who operated an adoption agency that 
was trying to place minority children





Use of Fire During Commission of a Felony

Interstate Threats

Crimes occurring on federal land

Use of a minor to commit a crime of violence

Felon in possession of a firearm

Intent element different



Intimidation based on bigotry or bias

First degree felony require malicious act and serious 
physical injury (10 year max and $10,000 fine)

Second degree felony (five year max and $5,000 fine) 
requires malicious act and: 

Making physical contact with victim

Damaging, destroying, or defacing property

Threatening to do these things where victim has 
reasonable cause to believe threat will be carried out

Third degree misdemeanor (one year max and $2,000 
fine) does not require malicious act but requires 
property damage or threats of property damage



Misdemeanors:

Deprive someone of legally-guaranteed right based on 
bias

Intentionally desecrate religious object, symbol, or 
house or worship

Place a burning cross on private or public property 
without written consent of owner

Above actions become felonies if person wears a mask 
or a hood

Ridiculing of person because of bias is punishable by up to 
30 days in prison or $50 fine

Court can require offender to participate in anti-bias crime 
education program




